Child Care Subsidy ‘.

SA MONTESSORI

Child Care Subsidy (CCS) provides assistance to help e R e ey bl
you with the cost of child care.

How does it work?

If you are eligible to receive the Child Care Subsidy (CCS), your entitlements will be paid directly to
the service your child is attending. The service will then deduct CCS from your child’s regular fees,
leaving you with only a gap to pay for your child’s enrolment.

Some basic requirements must be satisfied for an individual to be eligible to receive Child Care Subsidy
for a child. These include:

o the age of the child (must be 13 or under and not attending secondary school)
¢ the child must meet immunisation requirements
o the individual, or their partner, must meet the residency requirements.

How much will | receive?
Centrelink will consider the following points to determine a family’s level of Child Care Subsidy:

1. A family’s annual adjusted taxable income will determine the percentage of subsidy they are
eligible for

2. Families with more than one child aged 5 or under in care can get a higher subsidy for their
second child and younger children.

3. All CCS eligible families can get a ‘3 day guarantee’ of subsidised child care of at least 72 hours
per fortnight, regardless of work or study hours. Some families may qualify for up to 100 hours per
fortnight, subject to a test around you and your partner’s levels of recognised participation (e.g.,
work, study, or volunteering): https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/recognised-participation-types-for-child-care-
subsidy?context=41186 .

4. The type of child care service will determine the hourly rate cap.

5. If you have a CCS overpayment, Centelink may use some of your CCS each fortnight to pay this
back.

ONLINE ESTIMATOR

The government has an online estimator to assist you with determining your
expected entitlements. To work out how much money you may get, answer
the questions available on the Centrelink website (click on ‘Payment Finder’):

nt Finder

Click on this link: Payment Finder to estimate how much Child Care Subsidy =
(CCS) you may get.

OR

. . . . Child Care Subsidy Calculator
Starting Blocks also offers a Child Care Subsidy calculator on their

website. abeut s ton

https://www.startingblocks.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-calculator



https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/child-care-subsidy
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/recognised-participation-types-for-child-care-subsidy?context=41186
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/recognised-participation-types-for-child-care-subsidy?context=41186
https://www.centrelink.gov.au/apps/clkonline_cof/payment-service-finder/payments-finder
https://www.startingblocks.gov.au/child-care-subsidy-calculator

Ccs Information as at 6/7/26:

Please refer to the following link for further information: https://www.education.gov.au/early-childhood/providers/child-care-subsidy#toc-family-entitlement

CCS rates 2026-27

Family income Subsidy rate

Up to 588,520 90%

Mare than $88,520 to below 538,520 Between 90% and 0%
The percentage decreases by 1% for every $5,000 of income a family earns

$538,520 or more 0%

3 Day Guarantee

All CCS eligible families can now get 3 days of subsidised child care per week.

Families can get 100 hours of subsidised child care each fortnight for each child if they:

care for an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander child

have more than 48 hours of recognised participation each fortnight

have an exemption” or experience exceptional circumstances®

receive Additional Child Care Subsidy (ACCS) child wellbeing, temporary financial hardship

Families that already receive CCS will automatically get 72 or 100 hours of subsidy based on
their circumstances. They do not have to provide any additional information.

For new families applying for CCS, or families wishing to update their CCS claim from 5 January
2026, a simplified application process will apply.

Families must still pay a gap fee, except in certain circumstances.

Rates for second and younger children 2026-27

Family income Second and younger children subsidy rate

S0 1o 5146,437 95%

More than $146,437 to below Decreasing from 95%

$191,437 The percentage decreases by 1% for every $3,000 of income a family earns
$191,437 1o below $270,727 80%

$270,727 to below $360,727 Decreasing from 80%

The percentage decreases by 1% for every $3,000 of income a family earns

$360,727 to below $370,727 S0%
$370,727 ormore Higher CCS rates no longer apply, all children in the family will receive the standard
CCSrate

2026-27 hourly rate caps

Care type Hourly rate cap for children below school age  Hourly rate cap for school-age children

Centre Based Day Care $15.19 $13.30 Please be aware of
the Cap on Centre

Outside School Hours Care ~ $15.19 51330 Fees, and take this
into consideration

Family Day Care $14.08 $1408 when applying your
entitlements to SA

In Home Care (per family) $41.31 $41.31 Montessori

Preschool fees.


https://www.education.gov.au/early-childhood/providers/child-care-subsidy#toc-family-entitlement

How to Apply for Child Care Subsidy

In order to apply for Child Care Subsidy, you will need a Centrelink CRN (Customer Reference Number).

If you have already set up a CRN with Centrelink:

You can usually find your CRN on any correspondence from Centrelink. You should already have a CRN if you have received
Centrelink payments before. It would be noted in a letter from Centrelink. The CRN consists of 10 characters — 9 numbers and a
letter in the end, for example, 123456789A. If you can't locate your CRN, please call Centrelink directly to obtain this.

If you have never set up a CRN with Centrelink:

o You will need to visit a service centre to confirm your identity in order to receive a CRN. Make sure you have your ID with

you. Please refer to the following link for further information about this: https:/www.humanservices.qov.aufindividuals/enablers/confirm-your-identity
o During your visit, we recommend you also ask to set up a Centrelink online account.

Once you have your CRN, follow the steps below:

Step 1. Sign in to your myGov account. If you don’t
have one, you will need to create a myGov
account } What is myGov?
—_— e A simple and secure way to access government
online services:
To create a MyGov account, go to www.my.gov.au Forgot usemarne - Australan JobSearch
and click on ‘Create an account’. Follow the s e e
instructions from there. o]+ Chid Suppent
— - Department of Veterans' Affairs
Forgot password . Medicare
_ + My Aged Care

+ National Disability Insurance Scheme
or

- Victorian Housing Registration Application

I Create an account |

Step 2. Link myGov to Centrelink.
You can do this under Account Settings.

Sign out

To connect Centrelink with myGov, you will need an

Onllne aCCOUI’It Wlth Centrellnk OR a Good afternoon

. . B . john citizen@gmail.com
linking code that was given to you by Centrelink OR T s o ot
your Customer reference number (CRN). E We recammend you update your sign-n aptians treceive code when you sign-in. X

If you don’t have a CRN or a linking code and you . ‘

haven't created a Centrelink account before, you will
need to visit your nearest Centrelink office to receive
either one,

Link your first service

Please refer to the following link for further information:
https://www.servicesaustralia.qov.au/individuals/online-
help/link-service-mygov-using-linking-code

Step 3. Get into the Centrelink Account, and 5% centrelink Wekcome tack e
Select Menu from your homepage.

My Details Payments and Claims My Family Income and Assets  Documents and Appointments

Q What are you looking for?
s Next Reporting Date
24 August 2018

¥ Favourite services

Last Payment
$561.28 on 13 August 2018



https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/enablers/confirm-your-identity
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/centrelink-online-accounts
https://my.gov.au/LoginServices/main/login?execution=e2s1
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/create-mygov-account
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/online-help/create-mygov-account
http://www.my.gov.au/
https://www.godigi.org.au/glossary#Online
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/online-help/link-service-mygov-using-linking-code
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/online-help/link-service-mygov-using-linking-code

Step 4.

Step 5.

Step 6.

Step 7.

Step 8.

Select Payments and Claims
Select Claims

# Return home Welcome back, john
nk CRN123456789A [

Q What are you looking for

Select Make a claim.

My Details

sments and Claims My Family Income and Assets Documents and Appointments

Payments and Claims

Manage payments v

On the Make a Claim page, select Get started in

the Families category.

Select Apply for Family Assistance (including

Paid Parental Leave).

Answer all the questions. You may need to work through

more than 1 page.

Then select Next.

Claim for Child Care Subsidy

Select Child Care Subsidy,
then select Claim now.

Check your details in My Profile to make
sure they’re up to date.

Complete a Child Care Subsidy
Assessment.

To begin your claim, select Get started in
Confirm your basic details.

You will need to supply details about your
situation and finances, and may need to
provide supporting evidence. You will have
the opportunity to Review your claim before
submission.

ﬁ Favourite services

P usload documents
Royments

» »

Manage deductions

P Mansge adva

Manage appelatments

g} centrelink

Make a Claim
@ Students, Trainees and Apprentices OO seniors
Getstarted > Getstarted >
T3 Concession Cards A ssistance atier a disaseer
Getstarted > Getstantes >
=
- G Disabled. ll or injured
Getstarted > Getstarted >

e

Claim Options

8500 0N your ansers, you may be Higidie for the OIOWING PaYMENES. Please Sect the PayTents you WIS t0 Inchude i s caim, Only CEran payments can be

odged a5 combined dlaims

engbaty for payrrents

Families Claim

Child Care Subsidy
Vour et numoer ]

Inprogress  Submit your clakm a5 5000 85 POZsDIe to be Pad from the earliest date,

‘ . nm -  — |
1. Confirm your v
basic detads

YO Nave DEOVAEd, you CANNOL UVE 1975 J6rvice 1o Clasm the follouwing payments at thes time. Piease foSow the inks to more

Information sbout

For further information about applying for the Child Care Subsidy, please refer to the following:

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/claim-child-care-subsidy



https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/online-help/centrelink/claim-child-care-subsidy

